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CITY OF BAYSWATER — FINDINGS OF CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION INQUIRY 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [9.12 am]: On 13 November 2009 the 
Corruption and Crime Commission released its report on the investigation into allegations of misconduct by 
councillors or employees of the City of Bayswater. This investigation started in July 2002. As the investigation 
progressed, it identified anomalies in the record keeping and tendering processes at the City of Bayswater, and 
encompassed a range of allegations including, amongst other things, that staff and councillors at the city had 
failed to accurately complete their annual returns disclosing financial and other interests as required by the Local 
Government Act 1995, and that staff and councillors at the city had not appropriately declared the receipt of gifts 
and benefits. The commission also investigated processes, policies and procedures of the City of Bayswater 
relating to the management of tenders and contracts between 2003 and the end of 2005. 

The commission found that in its opinion there was misconduct on the part of two previous employees, one of 
whom is now a councillor at the City of Bayswater. These matters occurred between 2003 and 2005 and the 
commission expressed a need to make its findings public to reduce the risk of misconduct in the future, for not 
only the City of Bayswater but also local government in general. I do not intend to detail the misconduct at this 
time as that is available in the commission’s report. 

Notwithstanding the rights of persons named in this report as engaging in misconduct to mount their own 
challenges and defences, I believe that it is important for the public to have confidence in the conduct of persons 
elected to public office. The commission makes a number of recommendations relating to the City of Bayswater 
and to local government generally. I was pleased to note that the City of Bayswater has implemented a number 
of process controls and internal audits to ensure that the processes for tendering and procurement have been 
improved. Members will also recall that this government introduced legislative improvements to clarify and 
improve the transparency and accountability of candidates and members receiving gifts. I endorse the 
commission’s call for initial and follow-up training of elected members on declaring gifts and benefits, and I 
have requested the Department of Local Government to liaise with the WA Local Government Association to 
ensure that that training is offered. 
 


